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PARADIGM SHIFTSAND AEONICS

All the philosophies, creeds, dogmas and beliefs that humanity has
evolved are variants of three great paradigms, the Transcendentd,
the Materidist and the Magical. In no human culture has any one of
these paradigms been completdly digtinct from the others. For
example in our own culture a the time of writing the Transcendenta
and Magicd pradigms are frequently confused together.

Transcendenta philosophies are basicdlly rdigious and manifest in

a gpectrum dretching from the fringes of primitive spiritism

through pagan polytheism to the monotheism of the Judaeo- Christiant
Idamic traditions and the theoretical non-theistic systems of
Buddhism and Taoism. In each caseit is believed that some form of
consciousness or spirit created and maintains the universe and that
humans, other living organisms, contain some fragment of this
consciousness or spirit which underlies the vel or illuson of

meatter. The essence of Transcendentalism is bdief in spiritud
beings greater than onesdlf or dtates of spiritua being superior to
that which currently one enjoys. Earthly life is frequently seen
merely as aform of dia ogque between onesdf and one's deity or
deities, or perhgps some impersona form of higher force. The
materid world is athegtre for the pirit or soul or consciousness
that created it. Spirit is the ultimate redlity to the

transcendentalist.

In the Materidist paradigm the universe is believed to congst
fundamentaly and entirdly of matter. Energy is but aform of matter
and together they subtend space and time within which dl change
occurs grictly on the bass of cause and effect. Human behaviour is
reducible to biology, biology is reducible to chemigtry, chemistry

is reducible to physics and physicsis reducible to mathematics.
Mind and consciousness are thus merely eectrochemical eventsin
the brain and spirit is aword without objective content. The causes
of some events are likely to remain obscure perhaps indefinitely,
but there is an underlying faith that sufficient materia cause

must exist for any event. All human acts can be categorized as
serving some biologica need or as expressons of previoudy gpplied
conditioning or merdly as mafunction. The god of materiaist who
eschews suicide is the pursuit of persond satisfaction including
dtruidtic satisfactions if desired.

The main difficulty in recognizing and describing the pure Magical
Paradigm isthat of insufficient vocabulary. Magica philosophy is
only recently recovering from a heavy adulteration with
transcendenta theory. The word aether will be used to describe the
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fundamentd redlity of the magica paradigm. It ismore or less
equivaent to theidea of Mana used in oceanic shamanism. Aether in
materididic descriptionsis information which structures meatter

and which dl matter is capable of emitting and recaiving. In
transcendental terms aether isa sort of "life force" present in

some degreein dl things. It carries both knowledge about events
and the ability to influence smilar or sympethetic events. Events
ether arise sponataneoudy out of themsalves or are encouraged to
follow certain paths by influence of patternsin the agther. Asall
things have an aetheric part they can be considered to be divein
some sense. Thus dl things happen by magic, the large scde
features of the universe have avery strong agtheric pattern which
meakes them fairly predictable but difficult to influence by the
aetheric patterns created by thought. Magicians see themsalves as
participating in nature. Transcendentdigts like to think they are
somehow aboveit. Materidigts like to try and manipulate it.

Now this universe has the peculiarly accomodating property of
tending to provide evidence for, and confirmation of, whatever
paradigm one chooses to believe in. Presumably at some deep level
there is a hidden symmetry between those things we cal Matter,
Aether and Spirit. Indeed, it israreto find an individud or

culture operating exclusively on asingle one of these paradigms and
noneis ever entirely absent. Non dominant paradigms are dways
present as superdtitions and fears. A subsequent section on Aeonics
will attempt to untangle the influences of each of these gresat world
views throughout history, to see how they have interacted with each
other and to predict future trends. In the meantime an andys's of
the radicdly differing concepts of time and sdlf in each paradigm

is offered to more fully distinguish the basic idess.

Transcendentaists conceive of time in millennia and gpocayptic
terms. Time isregareded as having a definite beginning and ending,
both initiated by the activities of spiritua beings or forces The

end of time on the persond and cosmic scaeis regarded not so much
as a cessation of being but as a change to a sate of non materid
being. The beginning of persond and cosmic timeissmilarly

regarded as a cregtive act by spiritua agencies. Thus reproductive
activity usudly becomes heavily controlled and hedged about with
taboo and redtriction in religious cultures, asit impliesan

usurpation of the powers of deities. Reproduction aso implies that
death has in some measure been overcome. How awesome the power of
cregtion and how find mus earthly death subconscioudy loom to a
celibate and sterile priesthood.
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All transcendentalisms embody elements of apocayptism. Typicaly
these are used to provoke revivas when businessis dack or
atention is drifting esawhere. Thusit is suddenly revealed that
thefina days are & hand or that some earthly disputeisin fact a
titanic battle againg evil spiritua agencies.

Materidist timeislinear but unbounded. Idedly it can be extended
arbitrarily far in either direction from the present. To the Strict
materidid it is sdf-evidently futile to speculate about a

beginning or an end to time. Similarly the materidig is
contemptuous of any speculations about any forms of persona
existence before birth or after death. The materidist may well fear
painful or premature desth but can have no fears about being dead.

The magica view isthat timeis cyclic and that al processes

recur. Even cycles which appear to begin or end are actudly parts
of larger cycles. Thus dl endings are beginnings and the end of

time is synonymous with the beginning of timein another universe.
The magical view that everything isrecycled is reflected in the
doctrine of reincarnation. The atractive idea of reincarnation has
often perssted into the religious paradigm and many pagan and even
some monotheis traditions have retained it. However religious
theoriesinvariably contaminate the origina ideawith beliefs about
apersond soul. From a drictly magica viewpoint we are an accretion
rather than an unfolded unity. The psyche has no particular centre,
we are colonid beings, arich collage of many selves. Thus as our
bodies contain fragments from countless former beings, so does our
psyche. However certain magicd traditions retain techniques which
dlow the adept to transfer quite large amounts of his psyche in one
piece should he consder this more useful than digpersing himsdlf

into humanity a large.

Each of the paradigms take a different view of the sdif.
Transcendentaigts view sdlf as spirit inserted into matter. Asa
fragment or figment of deity the salf regards itsalf as somehow
placed in the world in anon arbitrary manner and endowed with free
will. The transcendentd view of sdf isrdatively stable and
non-problematic if shared as a consensus with dl sgnificant

others. However, transcendenta theories about the placement and
purpose of sdlf and its relationship to deities are mutudly

exclusve. Conflicting transcendentalisms can rarely co-exist for

they threaten to disconform the images of sdf. Encounters which are
not decisive tend to be mutualy negetory in the long run.

Of the three views of sdf the purely materidistic one is the most
problematicd. If mind is an extenson of matter it must obey
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materid laws and the resulting determinigtic view conflicts with
the subjective experience of free will. On the other hand if mind
and consciousness are assumed to be quditatively different from
matter then the sdf isincomprehensible to itsdf in materid

terms. Worse still perhaps, the materidist self must regard itsdlf
as a phenomenon of only temporary duration in contradiction of the
subjective expectation of continuity of consciousness. Because a
purdy materidist view of sdf is so austere few are prepared to
confront such naked existentialism. Consequently materidist
cultures exhibit a frantic gppetite for sensation, identification

and more or less disposableirrationd bdliefs. Anything that will
make the salf seem lessinsubgtantial.

The magica view of sdf isthat it is based on the same random
capricious chaos which makes the universe exist and do what it does.
The magica sdf has no centre, it is not a unity but an assemblage

of parts, any number of which may temorarily club together and call
themsalves"'|". This accords with the observation that our

subjective experience conssts of our various salves experiencing
each other. Free will arises either as an outcome of a dispute
between our various selves or as a sudden random cregtion of a new
ideaor option. In the magical view of sdf thereisno

spirit/matter or mind/body split and the paradoxes of free will and
determinism disappear. Some of our acts arise from random choices
between conditioned options and some from conditiona choices
between randomly created options. In practice most of our acts are
based on rather complex hierarchical sequences of al four of these
mechanisms. As soon as we have acted one of our salves proclams
"l did thet!" so loudly that most of the other selves think they did

it too.

Each of the three views of sdlf has something derogatory to say
about the other two. From the standpoint of the transcendental salf
the materidist sdf has become prey to pride of intellect, the
demon hubris, whilst the magical view of sdf is conddered to be
entirdly demonic. The materia sdif views the transcendentalist as
obsessed with assumptions having no basisin fact, and the magica
sdf asbeing childlike and incoherent. From the standpoint of the
meagical view, the assorted selves of the transcendendatilst have
ascribed agrosdy exaggerated importance to one or afew of the
selves which they cal God or gods, whilst the materidist has
attempted to make al his salves subordinate to the sdf that does
the rationd thinking. Ultimately it's ameaiter of faith and taste.

The transcedentdist has faith in his god sdif, the materidist has
fath in his reasoning sdf and the salves of the magician have

faith in each other. Naturaly, al these forms of faith are subject
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to periods of doubt.

* Origin: ChaosBox: Nothing istrue-> dl is permitted... (2:243/2)

Blackout And Sigils

The blackout or asit is commonly referred to, the desth posture, isthe
technique that the late Augtin Osman Spare refined for his own magica
use and which has been adopted by chaoists, solo and group, world wide
asits popularity has been increased by the works of the IOT over the

last decade or so.

The norma procedure, as many will undoubtedly be familiar with, (and
thisisonly one of its uses) isthat asgil/glyph of desreis hddin

the mind's eye whilst in what we al refer to as the deeth posture e.g.,
stood on tiptoe, arms locked behind the head, body stretched to its
limit, degp spasmodic breething, until total exhaugtion and inevitably
one blacks out, the sigil is then logt to the mind of the inner and the
banished of laughter is evoked to prevent the resurfacing of the said
ggl.

Anyone who has used this technique for the above said purpose, will have
a sometime or another experienced, even if just dightly, difficulty in
holding the posture long enough for the desired gnosis to take effect
aufficiently for blackout. And due to this difficulty, awel planned

ritual can be awell planned waste of time as the desired result is not
implanted properly.

A technique that has been repeatedly employed by mysdlf on such
occasionsis based upon the same principles as the death posture but as
| have found, alittle easier and without pitfals that one can

experience with A.O. Spare s technique.

Thistechnique is a strange mixture of inhibitory and excitatory gnosis,
forced overbreathing, dancing or spinning, and of course exhaugtion. The
end result is of necessity for this process the blackout, which is aswe
know, of the inhibitory gnosis. | will now explain how thistechnique is
employed by one for the insertion of sigilsfor whatever purpose one
fed s the need.

Firg one hasto sgilise the desire in any form that one may wish, but

in al cases and especidly this one, it must be very easy to visudise.
Once that has been achieved, one may then begin to design theritud for
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that particular purpose in mind. Banishings and invocations may be
employed, if so wished, thisis, however, not a necessity for the
successful outcome of this process. At the culmination of therite the
individua gtarts the overbreething, panting deeply and spasmodicaly
and a the sametime visudisng the sgil asvividly as you possble

can, bright, intense and very clear as the overbreathing continues. Then
when you fed that the timeis right, sart your spinning round and

round, dill overbreathing and Hill holding your visudised Sgil in

your mind's eye. Music can be played for a background to the dancing,
tom toms or any other drum israther excdllent background sound for this
purpose. When the individual has reached a state of sheer exhaugtion,
very dizzy, swesting and ready to drop, he or she then, sill spinning
and overbresthing and of course holding the visulised Sgil in mind,
works their way to the centre of the circle or working area.

There apartner, either active or passive to therite, (in other words,

if asolo worker, try to get someone to help you with this part) stops
you spinning and grabs you in abear hug lifting you off the ground and
queezing you about the solar plexus, where alarge network of nerves
lie. At this precise moment the music, if any has been employed, is
stopped, and death-like slence is kept. The practitioner holds his or
her breeth whilst being squeezed and the 5gil isvisudised asif
burning with bright, white hest asitsimage is burnt into your mind.
Within seconds the blackout will occur and the sigil islogt to the
mind. At this point it isimportant that your partner lets you drop to
the floor, unless that is you wish to return to primal chaod!

On coming round, in most cases, you should evoke laughter to banish the

ggil and dl thoughts thereof, your laughter bresks that sllence and
the rite is finished in whatever manner wished.
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